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ehradun: D Madhyanchal Forum's 
key partner Mountain Forum 
Himalayas will conduct a research 

study on the effects of climate change on the 
quality of life of people, mainly tribes living in 
higher Himalayas (at altitudes of 6,000 feet 
and above) agriculture, bio-diversity and 
wild life, on health, women and climate 
change and frequency of natural disasters.

The sample size is 100 households for a total 
population of around 2000 households in 
the five blocks of the five higher mountain 

STUDY TO GAUGE CLIMATE CHANGE IMPACT ON 
TRIBES IN HIGHER ALTITUDES OF HIMALAYAS 

districts from Uttarakhand and Himachal 
Pradesh. The regions to be covered are- 
Munsiyari in Pithoragarh district, Maleri, 
Tapovan and Mana in Joshimath block 
Chamoli district, Bhatwari, Raithal, Barashu 
Uttarkashi district in Uttarkashi, Mori in 
Uttarkashi and Kelong and Lahul/ spiti 
districts. This would be followed by state 
level presentation of findings, capacity 
building programs for elected women 
representatives on rights, roles and 
responsibilities. 

MADHYANCHAL 
FORUM TO HELP 
KORKU TRIBE GET 
PVTG STATUS, FOOD 
SECURITY

Bhopal/Indore: Korku tribe 
which is predominantly found in 
parts of central Indian states of 

Madhya Pradesh and Maharashtra is one 
of the most vulnerable in terms of 
malnutrition. The tribe also faces 
existential crisis due to increasing 
mortality rate, particularly among the 
children aged below six.

MF's partner Spandan Samaj Seva Samiti 
is making efforts to ensure food security 
and dignified life for Korku tribe in 
Madhya Pradesh by addressing issues 
related to hunger, acute poverty 
conditions and helping them preserve 
their aboriginal culture. Korku tribe 
which is lesser known has major 
habitation in Khalwa block of Khandwa 
district in Madhya Pradesh where they 
number approximatly 2,12,000 across 
147 villages in 86 Panchayat. Korku tribe 
has been known in recent years for 

alarming rate of malnutrition and death 
among their children below six years. 
According to NFHS-IV survey, 49.9% 
children are underweight, 23.2% are wasted 
and 46.8% are stunted. The high proportion 
of stunting is a matter of concern as it 
indicates the state of chronic hunger. Spandan 
Samaj Seva Samiti in its major future interven-
tion will ensure household food security 
through revival of millet and traditional crops. 
It will also promote diet diversification 
through extensive behavior change communi-

cation and help them preserve and enrich 
the endangered Korku language. Apart 
from this, the orginasation will initiate 
dialogue with the government influencing 
the former to  help Korku tribe get 
Particularly Vulnerable Tribal Groups 
(PVTG) status and Korku being adopted as 
language of learning at preschool and 
elementary levels. On nutrition front, it 
will also urge the government to promote 
millets production, procurement and 
distribution through PDS. 
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ACTION RESEARCH TO IDENTIFY CHALLENGES 
IMPACTING SUSTAINABLE AGRICULTURE

aipur: J Keeping in view of the low 
farm productivity and the impacts of 
the climate change and unpredictable 

weather conditions on crops which 
mostly affect the poor and small and 
marginal farmers, Rajmeru, a Rajasthan 
based organization and a partner of 
Madhyanchal Forum, has initiated an 
action research on sustainable agricul-
ture. 

The study aims at understanding the 
current agricultural crisis, need for 
sustainability, challenges and way 
forward in Arid and Semi-Arid regions of 
Rajasthan. The study includes Eastern, 
Western and Southern parts of the state. 
Ten small and marginal farmer house-
holds from each village of 3 Panchayts in 
each region of Eastern, Western and 
Northern Rajasthan has been selected 
for the research, covering a total of 450 
households.  

The research will also delve into the all 
available services, policies and practices 
for sustainable agricultural mechanisms 

in these regions. While secondary data 
will be collected on Soil Health, 
Productivity, Rainfall, temperature, and 
drought, primary data collection will 
focus on community and household 
level through FGD, questionnaire and 
case studies on Best Practices related to 
sustainable agriculture.

The study which to be completed by 
May 31, 2018 will be followed by 
dialogues on regional and state level 
with the participation of farmers, 
representatives from KVKs/Govt. Dept. 
and CSOs.
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MUSAHAR, NUT AND LONA COMMUNITIES 
TO GET FOCUS IN NEW SURVEY

ucknow: L Madhyanchal Forum in 
collaboration with its partner Lok 
Haqdari Morcha will conduct a survey 

on status of certain socially excluded 
communities- nut, musahar and lona in 
Uttar Pradesh. This survey will focus on 
their socio economic status, access to rights 
and entitlements and atrocities they face at 
the hands of powerful communities. The 
study will cover 500 families in five districts 

namely; Banaras, Ghazipur, Jaunpur, 
Kushinagar and Pratapgarh. For decades, 
these communities continued to live in 
inhumane condit ions and remained 
deprived of the mainstream development 
with no access to even basic rights and 
entitlements like health, water, education 
and housing.

On the basis of the study the forum will 
initiate a dialogue with government at 
district and state level and will present the 
status report. They will also provide 
suggestions for betterment of life of these 
communities so that they can live a dignified 
life.  The study will mainly focus on their 
culture, education, employment and socio-
economic conditions.

The in i t iat ive wi l l  be taken up by 
Madhyanchal Forum at the national level 
and Gramin Shodh Sansthan and Lok 
Haqdari Morcha at the state level.

adhyanchal Forum has come a Mlong way since its inception in 
1996. The journey has been 

laced with countless efforts which 
produced watershed moments as far as 
the right and entitlements of the socially 
excluded communities, particularly SCs 
and STs, are concerned. Initially focused 
on Madhya Pradesh, the forum over the 
years made its foot prints, through its 
p a r t n e r s  i n  f i v e  o t h e r  s t a t e s -
Chhattisgarh (part of the then undivided 
MP), Uttar Pradesh, Uttarakhand, 
Himachal Pradesh and Rajasthan. Its 
partners mainly worked as a bridge 
between the government and these 
communities to help the later get access 
to basic rights and entitlements. The 
forum relentlessly worked to ensure a 
dignified life for this large chunk of 
population reeling under abject poverty 
though interventions on climate change, 
livelihoods, nutrition, sustainable 
agriculture, capacity building and gender 
mainstreaming. This edition of newslet-
ter is an attempt to showcase the 
renewed vigour of the Madhyanchal 
Forum through several research studies 
covering the impacts of climate change 
on the lives of tribes living at higher 
altitudes regions in Himalayas in 
Uttarakhand and Himachal Pradesh, 
socio-economic status of socially 
excluded musahar, nut and lona 
communities in UP, action plan to 
promote sustainable agriculture in 
certain tribal regions of Rajasthan in the 
backdrop of climate change, drought 
and viable and new irrigation options. In 
Chhattisgarh too, similar attempts are 
being made to improve the lives of the 
poor and the marginalized. 

Dr. Indira Naidu
President, Madhyanchal Forum
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MADHYANCHAL FORUM TO SUPPORT FOREST COMMUNITIES 
IN CHHATTISGARH

and community level. There was also a 
discussion on Other Traditional Forest 
Dwellers (OTFD) tribes who have been 
displaced from the forests to create space 
for wildlife sanctuaries. 

Ra i p u r : 
M a d h y a n c h a l 
Forum organised 

a workshop on April 27, 
on the issues related to 
vulnerable communities, 
mainly the tribes. The 
participants dwelt on the 
c o n c e r n s  s u c h  a s 
i n d i v i d u a l  a n d  t h e 
community forest rights, 
inadequate representa-
tion and participation of 
t r iba l s ,  women and 
forest dependents in the 
forest rights committees 
which has affected the 
claim process. They also 
deliberated on process 
of community claims, verification, 
mapping and provision of necessary 
evidence for the required structural 
support of the government. It was felt 
that FRC should also be formed at village 

In th is  backdrop an 
action based research 
w a s  p l a n n e d  w h i c h 
would be completed 
September 30, 2018. 
The roles and responsi-
bilities have also been 
fixed for the proposed 
s t u d y .  T h o s e  w h o 
attended the meeting 
were Mr. Santosh Samal, 
Soc ia l  Development 
Expert and Programme 
Head ,  Madhyancha l 
Forum, Mr. Benipuri 
Goswami, Khoj Evam Jan 
Jagriti Samiti, Mainpur 
Gariyaband, Mr. Agnu 
Ram Sahu, Parivartan 

Samaj Sevi Sansthan, Bardebh-atau, 
Kanker (North Bastar), Ms. Renuka Ekka, 
Rachna Manch, Dhamtari, Mr. Abhay 
Gupta, Sarthakjan  Vikas Sansthan and Mr. 
D.K. Bhaskar, Youth Trainer.
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She works for Sangwari Manch and got 
exposure to rights based issues through 
Madhyanchal Forum’s partner Rachna 
Manch.

Now, left with no choice, Ishwari Thakur 
informed the block coordinator who met 
the programme officer and promised to 
ask the panchayat secretary to give the 
acknowledgement reciept. 

Ishwari Thakur did not stop at that. She 
managed to get the problem publicised 
through a community radio  CGNET and 
got the message across to CEO, 
MGNREGA (District Dhamtari) and 
Labour Commissioner. This jolted the 
whole administration out of complacency 
forcing the CEO to send one official to 
the village to address the issue.

Thirty five –year old Ishwari 
Thakur’s story is one of grit and 
perseverance. It all happened in 

January 2013 when 185 villagers of 
Mohandi in Chhattisgarh’s Dhamtari 
district approached the panchayat 
Secretary for work under MGREGA. But 
even after submitting the applications the 
villagers had to wait for seven days for the 
response from the secretary and the 
rozgaar sahayak that the work was not 
available. No acknowledgment receipt of 
the application was given to the villagers, 
which is mandatory. 

Ishwari Thakur then approached the 
programme officer but he too could not 
give the satisfactory response as to why 
no acknowledgment receipt for work 
demand was provided to the villagers. 

Following this the acknowledgement 
receipt of 185 labors was provided the 
very next day. Soon the work too was 
started by Forest department under 
MNREGA.  

Ishwari Thakur

HOW MF ACTIVIST FOUGHT FOR 185 
MGNREGA WORKERS
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